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The aim of this update is to provide ERVO with The aim of this update is to provide ERVO with 
an update of current and planned changes in an update of current and planned changes in 
marine and environmental law that is likely to marine and environmental law that is likely to 
have an impact on the application for DipClear have an impact on the application for DipClear 
under Part 13 of UNCLOS.  under Part 13 of UNCLOS.  



2

Contents Contents 

DipClear  DipClear  

The 2010 update of the United Nations Guide on MSR.The 2010 update of the United Nations Guide on MSR.

The writing of a Guide for Researching States requesting  The writing of a Guide for Researching States requesting  
DipClear.DipClear.

Article 76 UNCLOS and DipClearArticle 76 UNCLOS and DipClear

DipClear in the Arctic and Antarctic.DipClear in the Arctic and Antarctic.

DipClear and the growing requirement for Capacity DipClear and the growing requirement for Capacity 
Building.Building.

Contents Contents 

DipClear DipClear 

DipClear and the requirement for Environmental Impact DipClear and the requirement for Environmental Impact 
Assessment  [EIA].Assessment  [EIA].

DipClear and the Marine Strategy Framework Directive DipClear and the Marine Strategy Framework Directive ––
Good Environmental Status [GES] Indicators  Good Environmental Status [GES] Indicators  

The Joint Nature Conservation Council [JNCC] The Joint Nature Conservation Council [JNCC] 
Disturbance Guidelines and MSRDisturbance Guidelines and MSR

The possibility of MSR being licensed The possibility of MSR being licensed 



3

DipClear  DipClear  

MSR CoverageMSR Coverage

DipClear  DipClear  



4

Prof Prof EttyEtty RosemaraytiRosemarayti AgoesAgoes -- IndonesIndonesiiaa

Dr Ehrlich Dr Ehrlich DesaDesa IOCIOC

Dr Marius Dr Marius DiemontDiemont -- South AfricaSouth Africa

Dr Alphonse Dr Alphonse MuhunireMuhunire DubiDubi TanzaniaTanzania

Dr Caroline DublinDr Caroline Dublin--Green Green -- Nigeria  Nigeria  

Dr  Kari Elsa Dr  Kari Elsa EllingsenEllingsen –– NorwayNorway

Mr Ariel Walter Gonzalez Mr Ariel Walter Gonzalez –– ArgentinaArgentina

Ms Ms GwenalleGwenalle Le Le GurunGurun -- ISAISA

Dr Lorna Dr Lorna InnissInniss –– Barbados Barbados 

Mr Elle Jarmache Mr Elle Jarmache –– IOC ABELOS / France IOC ABELOS / France 

Group of Experts Group of Experts 
Mr  Mr  KazuhiraKazuhira Kitazawa Kitazawa –– JapanJapan

Mr Anna Mr Anna KnyazevaKnyazeva -- Russian Federation Russian Federation 

Mr Mr BhaskerBhasker RaoRao –– SOPAC /FijiSOPAC /Fiji

Mr Roland Rogers ISOM/UKMr Roland Rogers ISOM/UK

Prof Mohammed Ahmed Said Prof Mohammed Ahmed Said –– EgyptEgypt

Dr Vishnu Dr Vishnu DuttDutt Sharma Sharma –– IndiaIndia

Dr Paul Dr Paul SnelgroveSnelgrove CoMLCoML/Canada/Canada

Ms Elizabeth Tirpak Ms Elizabeth Tirpak –– USAUSA

Dr  Dr  ElviaElvia Velasquez Velasquez –– PeruPeru

Dr Dr HaiwanHaiwan Zhang Zhang –– China China 

DipClear  DipClear  

GoEGoE Meeting Conclusions Meeting Conclusions 

DipClear  DipClear  

The revised guidelines will be a significant improvement on the The revised guidelines will be a significant improvement on the 
existing ones [1990].existing ones [1990].

The Convention still needs the development of specific guidelines The Convention still needs the development of specific guidelines 
relating to the deployment and operation of modern MSR relating to the deployment and operation of modern MSR 
technologies. [e.g. Gliders, observatories and long term moorings.technologies. [e.g. Gliders, observatories and long term moorings.

A limited number of Coastal States hold the view that some A limited number of Coastal States hold the view that some 
Researching States who have been granted DipClear still do not Researching States who have been granted DipClear still do not 
fully discharge their duties and obligations under the Convention.  fully discharge their duties and obligations under the Convention.  
To the extent that these States are now running ‘blacklists’ of non To the extent that these States are now running ‘blacklists’ of non 
compliant Researching States.compliant Researching States.
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There is enough evidence from current Coastal States Practice to There is enough evidence from current Coastal States Practice to 
include in the new guide a short paragraph identifying that some include in the new guide a short paragraph identifying that some 
DipClear applications will need to be accompanied by an appropriate DipClear applications will need to be accompanied by an appropriate 
environmental assessment.environmental assessment.

Coastal States are raising concerns over deriving an equitable Coastal States are raising concerns over deriving an equitable 
benefit from both the collected data and derived knowledge collected benefit from both the collected data and derived knowledge collected 
during Researching States MSR campaigns granted under DipClear.during Researching States MSR campaigns granted under DipClear.

The adoption of the new UN MSR guidelines will increase both the The adoption of the new UN MSR guidelines will increase both the 
benefits to the Coastal State and the costs to the Researching State.benefits to the Coastal State and the costs to the Researching State.

Coastal States are requiring more detailed spatial and temporal Coastal States are requiring more detailed spatial and temporal 
information in the DipClear documentation provided by the information in the DipClear documentation provided by the 
requesting Researching State.      requesting Researching State.      

Revised UN MSR Revised UN MSR 
Guidelines will be Guidelines will be 
published in the autumn published in the autumn 
of 2010of 2010
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Informal discussions post the Informal discussions post the Group of Experts Group of Experts 
meeting between Roland Rogers [RR] NMF SS and Liz meeting between Roland Rogers [RR] NMF SS and Liz 
Tirpak [LT] US State Department highlighted that the Tirpak [LT] US State Department highlighted that the 
revised revised UN MSR Guidelines UN MSR Guidelines could be further simplified could be further simplified 
to improve their use by ‘Researching States’ scientific to improve their use by ‘Researching States’ scientific 
community.  This view was discussed with the ISOM community.  This view was discussed with the ISOM 
Chair and Vice Chair.Chair and Vice Chair.

It was agreed that LT and RR would draft a guide to aid It was agreed that LT and RR would draft a guide to aid 
the completion of an  DipClear forms by a Researching the completion of an  DipClear forms by a Researching 
State  Principal Scientists.State  Principal Scientists.
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MSR and Article 76 UNCLOS MSR and Article 76 UNCLOS 
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Impact of UNCLOS Article 76 Scientific MooringsImpact of UNCLOS Article 76 Scientific Moorings

Scientific Moorings in the Arctic Scientific Moorings in the Arctic 

Chart provided by NOCS UNCLOS Group.Chart provided by NOCS UNCLOS Group.
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MSR and Capacity Building MSR and Capacity Building 
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MSR and EIAMSR and EIA
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DipClear and the Marine Strategy Framework DirectiveDipClear and the Marine Strategy Framework Directive

Good Environmental Status Good Environmental Status 
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IINDICATORS FOR GOOD NDICATORS FOR GOOD 
ENVIRONMENTAL STATUS FOR ENVIRONMENTAL STATUS FOR 

UNDERWATER NOISE AND UNDERWATER NOISE AND 
OTHER FORMS OF ENERGYOTHER FORMS OF ENERGY

The Main Report of Task Group 11 The Main Report of Task Group 11 
for the Marine Strategy for the Marine Strategy 

Framework Directive’s descriptor Framework Directive’s descriptor 
No. 11No. 11
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DipClear and the Marine Strategy Framework Directive DipClear and the Marine Strategy Framework Directive 

UnderwaterUnderwater noisenoise indicatorindicator 33

TheThe ambientambient noisenoise levellevel measuredmeasured byby aa statisticalstatistical representativerepresentative setssets ofof
observationobservation stationsstations inin RegionalRegional SeasSeas wherewhere noisenoise withinwithin thethe 11//33 octaveoctave
bandsbands 6363 andand 125125 HzHz (centre(centre frequency)frequency) shouldshould notnot exceedexceed thethe baselinebaseline
valuesvalues ofof yearyear [[20122012]] oror 100100 dBdB (re(re 11µPaµPaRMSRMS;; averageaverage noisenoise levellevel inin thesethese
octaveoctave bandsbands overover aa year)year)..

IINDICATORS FOR GOOD ENVIRONMENTAL STATUS FOR NDICATORS FOR GOOD ENVIRONMENTAL STATUS FOR 
UNDERWATER NOISE AND OTHER FORMS OF ENERGYUNDERWATER NOISE AND OTHER FORMS OF ENERGY

UnderwaterUnderwater noisenoise indicatorindicator 11 -- loud,loud, lowlow andand midmid--frequencyfrequency impulsiveimpulsive
soundssounds

TheThe proportionproportion ofof daysdays pp11 inin aa calendarcalendar yearyear inin gridgrid 1515’N’N xx 1515’E/W’E/W
rectanglerectangle thatthat anan anthropogenicanthropogenic impulsiveimpulsive soundsound ofof aa frequencyfrequency lessless thanthan
1010kHzkHz aboveabove thethe higherhigher ofof sourcesource levellevel 183183 dBdB (re(re 11µPaµPa22s@s@11m,m, SEL)SEL) oror
224224 dBdB (re(re 11µPa@µPa@11mm peak)peak) isis mademade..
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MSR and Disturbance  MSR and Disturbance  

DipClear DipClear 

Two Offences:Two Offences:

[1] deliberately captures,[1] deliberately captures,
injures, or kills any wildinjures, or kills any wild
Animal designated as anAnimal designated as an
European Protected SpeciesEuropean Protected Species

[2] deliberately disturbs wild[2] deliberately disturbs wild
animals of any such species animals of any such species 

Marine and Coastal Access Bill 2009 Marine and Coastal Access Bill 2009 –– Licensing Regime Licensing Regime 
DipClear  DipClear  
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Marine and Coastal Access Bill 2009 Marine and Coastal Access Bill 2009 –– Licensing Regime Licensing Regime 
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Marine and Coastal Access Bill 2009 Marine and Coastal Access Bill 2009 –– Licensing Regime Licensing Regime 
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Marine and Coastal Access Bill 2009 Marine and Coastal Access Bill 2009 –– Licensing Regime Licensing Regime 
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Marine and Coastal Access Bill 2009 Marine and Coastal Access Bill 2009 –– Licensing Regime Licensing Regime 
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Marine and Coastal Access Bill 2009 Marine and Coastal Access Bill 2009 –– Licensing Regime Licensing Regime 
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Marine and Coastal Access Bill 2009 Marine and Coastal Access Bill 2009 –– Planning Regime Planning Regime 
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